
 

 

    

    

   

    

  

   

  

 
History  

 

Concrete knowledge  

 

The knowledge dimension  
Abstract 

knowledge  

Factual  Conceptual  Procedural  Metacognitive  

  

 

Can you name this [Roman 
leader/Greek God/person]?  

Can you identify the person 
shown in this old 

photograph?  

When did this event take 

place? What did people eat 

[in Roman times/during 

WWII/in Ancient Egyptian 

times]?  

Was this event before or after the voyage of 
Columbus?  

How long ago was [Machu Picchu/ Skara Brae] a 
settlement?  

Which peoples have invaded Britain?  

Is this primary or secondary historical source of 

evidence?  

Can you put this event on the timeline?  

How can you check historical facts?  

What happened after the [event]? Can you put 

these invaders in chronological order from 

earliest to most recent?  

Can you think of a 

way to help you 

remember these 

important dates? 

Should you draw, 

write or 

photograph your 

findings? Which 

way is best?  

How will you 
remember the 

suffixes that 
identify Viking 
settlements?  

Can you think 

of an acrostic 

to help 

remember the 

sequence of 

events?  
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Can you summarize the 
main differences between 

[two events/ periods]?  

How do you know this  
[painting/photograph/map] 

is old? Why are there no 

YouTube clips from this 

period?  

Why did Rosa Parks not 

move on the bus?  

What is parliament?  

Why are Columbus and Neil Armstrong similar?  

What can we learn from archaeologists?  

Can you classify these historical sources?  

Why is it important to use a range of source 
materials?  

How do you access online census archives for our 
area?  

Can you describe the journey  
Florence Nightingale took to the Crimea?  

Why did invaders begin to settle in [the UK/South 

America]?  

What might help 

you understand 

more about this 

aspect of History? 

Can you predict 

what happened 

next?  

Can you use the 
online resource 

yourself?  

Do you prefer to 

use maps and 

books or the 

Internet to help 

you find 

information?  

 

    

    

   

    

  

   

  

 
History  

 

Concrete knowledge  

 

The knowledge dimension  Abstract knowledge  

Factual  Conceptual  Procedural  Metacognitive  
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What do you already know about 
this period in time?  

How would you describe…?  

Can you use these historical words 
in a sentence?  

Which of these words are 
associated with the [Egyptians/  
Romans/Vikings/Aztecs/Greeks]?  

What other ways could you find information about…?  

Can you show me the information about the household 
at [given] address?  

Can you explain to a friend why  
[the settlement/Machu Picchu/  

Skara Brae] was built at that location?  

Why are there few Viking place names in the south of the 

UK?  

How do you use a historical atlas? Can you 

carry out research as explained?  

Can you write a set of instructions for using 
the school library’s history section?  

How would a historian approach this task?  

What have you learnt 
about in history 

previously that might be 
useful in this unit of 

work?  

What research 

strategies would you 

use to find out more 

about this 

[person/settlement]? 

What writing/IT skills 

and knowledge could 

you use to best 

present your 

research?  

Do you need to adapt a 

task to fit your preferred 

learning style?  

 

Which civilisation lasted the 
longest, the … or the …?  

Which weapons were most 
effective?  

Which laws from [Tudor/Victorian] 
times do we still have today?  

Which is the most complete list of 

artefacts from that time?  

Can you compare life in a Roman town with life in a 

modern town? Can you explain what the  
[tools/clothing/buildings] show in this early photograph?  

Which events could not have happened?  

Why did these changes occur?  

What was the motivation behind [event]?  

What was the turning point in this sequence of 
events?  

What influenced [person] to do this?  

How do we know if the information on this 

website is reliable?  

What do you already 
know about a different 

period that might be  
relevant to studying this 

period? How will you 

know the source material 

is relevant to this time?  

What are the most 

useful pieces of 

information? Why? 

Would a different  
[example/source] help 

you to understand this 

better?  
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History  

 

Concrete knowledge  

 

The knowledge dimension  
Abstract 

knowledge  

Factual  Conceptual  Procedural  Metacognitive  

  

 

Which statements best 
describe [famous historical 

person]?  

What are the main 
differences between 

William Caxton and Tim 
Berners-Lee?  

Which account is likely to 
be most accurate?  

Which source of evidence 

provides the most useful 

information?  

When would you have preferred to live? During … 
times or … times? Why?  

Could [person/civilisation] have made a different 
decision?  

What influence do the Victorians still have on our lives?  

How did the first railways make a  
difference to [our town/another town]?  

What were the consequences of this event or 
decision?  

Who gained and who lost when this 

happened? What do you think were the 

realistic alternatives for this person at 

that time?  

What is the best source of historical 

information to use for this task?  

What are your top 
three tips for 

someone who 
wants to find out 
about the period 

we have been 
studying?  

If you were 
learning about this 

aspect of history 
again, what  

would you do 

differently? Why?  

What helps you to 
learn in history? 

Why?  

What do you find 

most difficult 

about learning 

history? Why?  
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Can you describe a day 
in the life of [historical 

person/Egyptian 
farmer/Roman slave]?  

What facts would you 
include in a fact file about 

[famous historical 
person/civilisation]?  

Can you describe what 
the village would have 

looked and sounded like 
during [Bronze Age/  

Roman/Egyptian/Viking] 

times? Can you define 

this historical term?  

Can you identify the human geographical features of 
[region or area]?  

How would you classify these historical artefacts?  

Can you create your own set of questions based on what 
you have already found out about this  

[person/settlement/source]?  

What further questions could you ask to find out more 

about this artefact?  

What might have happened if  
Harold had fought the Normans first, and then 

fought the Vikings?  

Can you create your own time line to show 
these events?  

With hindsight, can you see a possible 
solution to their problem?  

Can you continue their life story?  

What do you want 
to learn in this unit 
of work and why?  

Can you select 
work to include in 
our class big book 

that  
demonstrates your 

learning?  

Can you describe 
what makes a 

really great 
historian?  

How will you 

develop your 

historical skills in 

the future?  

 


