
 

 

    

    

   

    

  

   

  

 
Geography  

 

Concrete knowledge  

 

The knowledge dimension  
Abstract 

knowledge  

Factual  Conceptual  Procedural  Metacognitive  

  

 

Can you name the 

capital city of…? Which 

rivers can you name in 

[Europe/UK/USA/South 

America]? Can you 

identify this mountain 

shown on the map? 

Where on the globe are 

Europe and South 

America?  

Why and where does deforestation occur?  

How does a beach form?  

What direction is the nearest  [feature or 
settlement] from the school?  

How far is [the place visited on school journey] 

from here?  

Can you describe your journey to school?  

What were the stages of settlement?  

How was the wood transported from A to B?  

What happened after the boat passed that part of 

the river?  

Can you think of a 
way to help you 
remember the 

directions of the 
compass?  

Should you draw, 
write or 

photograph your 
findings? Which 

way is best? Why?  

How can you 

remember the 

continents on a 

globe or map? 

Can you think of 

an acrostic to 

help you 

remember the 

place names?  
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What are the differences 
between a village, a town 

and a city?  

How do you know this 
picture shows a harbour?  

What does this symbol 
represent on the OS 

map?  

What is a biome?  

What is the equator?  

What are the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn?  

Why do different countries have different time 
zones?  

Why might people move from a village or small 
town to live in a city?  

What are contour lines on a map?  

How did the village develop into a town?  

How do [volcanoes, mountains,rivers] form?  

Can you describe the route shown on the map?  

How does water from the top of a mountain or hill 

reach the sea?  

What might help 
you understand 

this aspect of 
geography?  

Can you predict 
the next stage of 

the journey?  

Can you use the 

map key yourself? 

Do you prefer to 

use information 

books or the 

Internet to help 

you find the 

answer? Why? 

What are  
the advantages 

and disadvantages 

of both?  
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What do you already 
know about [place]?  

How would you 

describe…?  

Can you use these 
geographical words in 

a sentence?  

Which of these 

words are associated 

with rivers?  

What other ways could you get to school?  

Can you show me the location using a six-figure 

grid reference? Can you explain to a friend why 

the weather is colder in this place? Why are there 

not many forests in the UK?  

How do you use an atlas?  

Can you carry out a fieldwork task as explained?  

Can you write a set of instructions for using a 
compass?  

What questions would you ask a polar explorer?  

What have you 
learnt about in 

geography previously 
that might be useful 
in this unit of work?  

What research 
strategies would you 
use to find out more 

about [deserts/rivers, 
volcanoes]?  

What maths skills and 
knowledge could you 

use to best present this 
data?  

Do you need to adapt 

this task to support 

your preferred learning 

style?  

 

Do more people live in 
location A, location B 

or location C?  

Which type(s) of 
energy does each 

country use most of?  

What proportion of 
[country] is cultivated 

land?  

Which is the most 

comprehensive list of 

features that 

describe [place]?  

Can you compare life in a seaside town with life 

in a farming village? Can you explain the areas 

shown in this aerial photograph?  

Why might car journeys take much longer in the 
future?  

Why do people live [near rivers/in earthquake 

zones/near volcanoes]?  

What does our fieldwork data tell us?  

How impact do humans have on this area?  

How does the physical location influence where 

people live? How do we know if the information 

on a website is reliable?  

What do you already 
know about a 

different place that 
might be relevant?  

How will you know the 
field work data is 

accurate?  

What are the most 

useful pieces of 

information? Would 

a different example 

to help you 

understand?  

 

 
Geography  
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Concrete knowledge  

 

The knowledge dimension  
Abstract 

knowledge  

Factual  Conceptual  Procedural  Metacognitive  

  

 

Which statements best 
describe this particular  

[river/country/settlement]?  

What are the main 
differences between 

England and [a named non-
European country]?  

Which of these maps is 
most accurate and up to 

date?  

Which guidebook provides 

the most useful 

information about 

[town/city/location]?  

Would you prefer to live in Place A or Place B?  

Why wouldn’t a tiger like to live at the North Pole?  

Can you list the positive and the negative aspects of 
traveling by aeroplane?  

How does climate impact on settlement patterns?  

Is a digital map more useful than a paper map 
when going on a journey?  

Should we try to prevent coastal erosion?  

What are the alternatives to the existing land use 

in [location]? What is the best source of 

geographical information for this task?  

What are your top 
three tips for 
someone who 

wants to find out 
about [place 

being studied]?  

If you were 
learning about 
this aspect of 

geography again, 
what  

would you do 

differently? 

Why? What 

helps you learn 

in geography? 

Why?  

What do you find 

most difficult 

about 

geography? Why?  

  



© 2020 JMB Education  www.jmbeducation.com  4  

 

 

What are the best features 
of our [village/town/city]?  

What facts would you 
include in a fact file about 
[non-European country]?  

Can you describe the 
ideal place for the 

[someone in school] to 
live?  

Can you produce a glossary 

of geographical terms?  

Can you identify the human geographical features 
of [region/ area]?  

How would you classify these geographical terms?  

Can you create your own classification for 

measuring wind? Why are imports and exports 

important for a country?  

How could you record and compare the daily 
findings from a weather station?  

Can you plan a step by step journey from school 

to [location]? How can we reduce global 

warming?  

What might [country] look like in  
100, 500 or 1000 years because of geographical 

processes?  

What do you 
want to learn in 
this geography 

unit of work and 
why?  

Can you select 
work to include in 

a class big book 
that 

demonstrates 
your learning?  

Can you describe 
what makes an 

outstanding 
geographer?  

How will you 

develop your 

geographical skills 

in the future?  

 


