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Eskdale Academy 

 

Handwriting Policy 
 

An effective handwriting policy is based on a style that is quick and easy to learn. 

It should be neat, legible and fast. Pupils should eventually develop the ability to 

produce letters without thinking. Handwriting should be taught alongside phonic 

and spelling knowledge at all stages. 

 

From EYFS, onwards pupils will begin their handwriting journey through activities 

such as: air writing, larger scale writing and finger manipulation exercises, for 

example, the use of dough and threading. Pupils will be taught the correct physical 

position/posture for handwriting. They will also be taught the necessary 

techniques for correctly holding a pencil such as ‘flip and grip’. Band pegs may also 

be used in short intervals alongside sloping boards when necessary. Pupils will 

begin their handwriting journey with pencils: the expectation would be to 

progress to writing in pen at the end of KS1. Pupils will begin their written 

transcription via plain paper (learning journey) and then progress to larger lined 

paper (blue books) before making the final transition to standard lined paper 

(yellow books).    

 

Effective teaching of handwriting is achieved through teacher modelling. 

Teachers should demonstrate letter formation and joins regularly, including in 

their own marking, and children must practice by carefully copying and repeating. 

It is important to observe children writing to ensure they are forming letters 

correctly. Bad habits are formed when children are not observed forming letters. 

These habits are extremely hard to break. 

 

Expectations   

 

Handwriting should be taught explicitly, in short, frequent sessions.  

 

 By the end of Reception, all children must be able to correctly form every 

letter of the alphabet and all numbers. Children in EYFS will be taught to 

form and write cursive letters. Children will begin cursive transition by 



being taught the starting point for each letter alongside the ‘lead in’ and 

‘lead out’ joins. The letters a, c, e, o should be taught first for transition 

into cursive due to the easier pattern of the anticlockwise circle rotation.   

 

 Where possible, handwriting should be linked to phonic and spelling 

patterns. As new sounds are introduced, Y1 children will be taught to join 

digraphs and trigraphs. This will help with handwriting and with the ‘muscle 

memory’ of spellings.  

 

 Y2 will begin to join some of their writing. The A.R.E of end of KS1 

teacher assessment of writing states that children should:  

 

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some 

of their writing. 

Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and 

relationship to one another and to lower case letters.  

Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.   

 

Greater depth Y2 pupils must be able to demonstrate: 

 

  The use of diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in 

most of their writing.  

 

 By Y3 onwards, children should be fluent hand writers, however regular 

handwriting sessions are still needed throughout KS2 to build resilience 

and pace with writing, particularly with maintaining standards of fluency 

with extended pieces of writing. 

 

 High expectations of writing are needed across each phase and across 

each subject. Children need to repeat work that is not satisfactory.  

 

 Teachers must model good handwriting at all times, e.g. when writing on 

the whiteboard and when marking books.  

 



Shape families and common handwriting language to be used across school 

 

Every letter must start on the line, in preparation for joining. 

 

Ascender and descender - the bodies of the letters sit on the line and are the 

same size as the lowercase x. 

 

Exceptions - f is an ascender and descender. 

 

Capital letters - teach the most efficient way of writing each letter. Pen leaves 

the page ONCE for A, E, F, G, J, K, Q, Y and TWICE for H, I. Capital letters 

should be the same size as ascenders. 

 

Numbers - ensure children are forming numbers correctly. 

 

Consistency 

 

Eskdale Academy letter formation sheets are displayed across the school and 

pupils may have their own personal copy.  

 

Eskdale Academy marking policy includes a ‘H’ symbol; this allows opportunity to 

assess the quality and application of handwriting in pupil’s work. A high-standard 

of handwriting should be seen across all pupils’ work and books. When marking 

children’s work, teachers should model the same level and style of handwriting 

expected by the children. 

 

At Eskdale Academy, the Letterjoin handwriting scheme is used to allow 

consistency across the school. 
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