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Eskdale Academy  

Geography Policy 

At Eskdale Academy we respect and value all children and are committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe 

environment for all our pupils so they can learn, in a relaxed and secure atmosphere.  We believe every pupil 

should be able to participate in all school activities in an enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from 

harm.  This is the responsibility of every adult employed by, or invited to deliver services at Eskdale Academy.  

We recognise our responsibility to safeguard all who access school and promote the welfare of all our pupils by 

protecting them from physical, sexual and emotional abuse, neglect and bullying. 

Geography at Eskdale Academy is aimed to be interesting and engaging for the children.  Lessons are tailored 

towards the local area, including our town and country as well as countries in the United Kingdom, Europe and 

the rest of the world. 

By following a curriculum, that is adapted to suit our children, we aim to develop the teaching of geography 

through creative, imaginative learning.  The aims at Eskdale Academy are; 

 To understand that a world map shows all of the countries of the world. Identify the U.K. and some 

places visited on holidays. 

 To name and locate the world’s continents and oceans.  

 To use aerial maps and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical features.  

 To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the U.K. and it’s 

surrounding seas. 

 To name and locate countries and cities of the U.K., geographical regions and their identifying human 

and physical characteristics , key features (in hills, mountains, rivers and coasts) and land-use 

patterns; and identify how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

 Understand the difference between Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 

To understand the term ‘climate zone’ and identify different ones 

 To use a range of geographical resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of the 

characteristic features of a location. 

 To use a range of fieldwork sampling (random and systematic) to observe, measure and record the 

physical and human features of the local area. Record the results in a range of ways. 

Early Years   

Pupils learn about their surroundings and the local area through the Early Learning Goals - Knowledge and 

Understanding of the World. 

Key Stage 1   

Children in Year 1 identify, locate and find key features using world maps to name local town, the U.K. and it’s 

countries as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied.  Human and physical features are identified 

and children are encouraged to ask and answer geographical questions. 

Key Stage 2     

Pupils in key stage 2 develop a more secure understanding and gain more knowledge about Natural Resources 

in the UK.  Identifying similarities and differences between the United Kingdom and European Countries give 

the children a better understanding about how other countries differ from the United Kingdom.  Through map 

work children can identify a deeper understanding about human & physical features of Britain as well as the 

local area and how it has changed over time.   



Key Elements 

The key elements of geography are; 

 Map work 

 Human and physical features 

 Understanding the local area, United Kingdom, Europe and the rest of the world. 

 Similarities and differences 

 

Skill Objectives 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key, including the 

use of Ordnance Survey maps, to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and wider world. 

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including sketch, maps, plans, graphs and digital technologies. 

Assessment  

Geography assessment is an on-going tool that informs lesson pitch, differentiated lessons and planning.  

Geography based lessons include activities in the classroom, oral discussions and activities.  These tasks are 

used to assess and inform geography knowledge and areas of individual and group misconception.   

Resources 

Resources are available to use as display work, examine, compare and describe.  Suitable resources are stored 

in the store cupboard for easy access when needed.  The resources have been audited and checked to suit 

different areas across the school. Regular audits of stock will take place to ensure topics can be taught through 

creativity and imagination. 

Roles and responsibilities 

The role of Geography Co-ordinator is to ensure that all areas of the curriculum are covered throughout the 

year in each year group.  Teaching and learning will be monitored with a termly book scrutiny of curriculum 

books.  Advice, guidance and activities will be available to teachers if needed.  Resources will be checked 

regularly.  A suitable list of places to visit will be provided for each topic throughout the year. 

 


