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The teaching of Art and Design at Eskdale Academy 

The teaching of Art and Design at Eskdale Academy fits in with our rationale and aims for our Whole 

School curriculum: 

They include ensuring that the curriculum: 

 Has the needs of the children at the heart of everything we do 

 Is based on a strong foundation of oracy 

 Meets the needs of our local community 

 Is full of exciting, enriching and enjoyable learning experiences 

 Provides opportunities for our children, staff and parents to all learn together.  

 Positively improves academic outcomes  

 Prepares our children to become positive role models in and effective contributors to 

Society 

 Gives our pupils the chance to become the very best versions of themselves. 

 

Or in short, a curriculum which provides only the very best education, opportunities and experiences 

for all of our pupils.  

Vision for Art 

At Eskdale Academy, the aim of Art teaching is to give pupils the skills, concepts and knowledge for 
them to express their ideas and creative/artistic flair in a visual or tactile form.   We don’t want 
children to just use Art in School; we want to children to see themselves as artists and embed skills 
and techniques in their long-term memory that can be used throughout their lifetime. 
 
We aim: 

 To enable all children to have access to a varied range of high quality art experiences 
 To provide an imaginative, innovative and co-ordinated art programme which will foster 

enthusiasm for art and design amongst all the children 
 To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, 

craftspeople and designers, through links with the local and wider multicultural community. 
 To stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory 

experience 
 To help children explore the world at first hand, using all their senses and experimentation, 

and so gain knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live 
 To develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use 

materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings 
 To inspire confidence, value and pleasure in art 
 To cultivate children’s aesthetic awareness and enable them to make informed judgements 

about art and become actively involved in shaping environments 
 To teach children to express their own ideas, feelings, thoughts and experiences 
 To develop children’s design capability 
 To enhance children’s ability to value the contribution made by artists, craft workers and 

designers and respond critically and imaginatively to ideas, images and objects. 
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Curriculum End points 

By the end of Key Stage One we want ALL children: 

 to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified below 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space  

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences 

and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own 

work. 

This will ensure all pupils are ready and able to access the Key Stage 2 curriculum and beyond. 

 

By the end of Key Stage Two we want ALL children: 

 to be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, 

with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft 

and design. 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

This will ensure all pupils are ready and able to access the Key Stage 3 curriculum and beyond.  

 

Teaching of Art 

Art is taught as part of our ‘Topic based’ foundation Curriculum. Objectives are progressive and 

sequential; teaching children an array of skills they can use to represent their ideas; whilst gaining an 

understanding of famous artists and their works. 

Topics are taught termly, with art objectives fully embedded within each area. The objectives being 

taught in each year group can be found below. 

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in art lessons. Our principal aim is to 
develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in art. We use a variety of teaching and 
learning styles in our art lessons to do this, including: 

 We ensure that the act of investigating and making includes exploring and developing ideas, 
evaluating and developing work. 



Eskdale Academy 
‘Believe and Achieve!’ 

 
 

 We use a mixture of direct teaching and individual/ group activities. 

 Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as models for the 
other children. 

 They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, 
to say what they think and feel about them. 

 We give children the opportunity within lessons to work on their own and collaborate with 
others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different scales. 
 

 Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources including 
other artists’ work, educational visits and computing. 

 

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of 
the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected 
outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

 

Recording of Art 

Children’s artwork will be recorded in a number of ways at Eskdale Academy: 

 Children will maintain a sketch book which will follow the children right through School – 

demonstrating the progression the children make in their skills. 

  An end of topic ‘exhibition’ will also be used to showcase children’s work; 

  Photographs of work may be stored in assessment folders or displayed across School  

 

Assessment of Art 

In order to assess the children’s knowledge in Art, staff will informally measure children’s work 

against Aged Related Expectations (ARE) – ensuring all pupils have the opportunity to develop the 

appropriate skills and knowledge expected of them/ 

 

Monitoring of Art 

Monitoring takes place regularly through sampling children’s work, lesson observations and 

importantly talking to the children – ensuring they enjoy each subject and can recall key knowledge 

of what they have been taught. 


