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Rationale 

 

Reading is an essential skill which all learners need. It allows pupils to communicate, 

enhance their own knowledge and develop an enjoyment of reading for pleasure. The 

teaching of reading and associated skills is of high importance at Eskdale Academy and 

significant time is dedicated to this. 

  

Reading Curriculum 

 

The teaching of reading is delivered through a range of strategies throughout the 

school. These include 1:1 Reading, Phonics, daily Reading time and use of the 

Accelerated Reader Scheme, and explicit teaching of reading strategies/skills. 

 

Phonics 

 

In EY and KS1, staff deliver phonics based on Letters and Sounds.  

 

In EY children receive a daily 20 minute phonics lesson which follows the framework of: 

Review / Teach / Practise / Apply. Phonics groups are streamed within both Nursery 

and Reception classes and occasionally across both classes (dependent on pupil need / 

ability).  EY practitioners ensure that phonic application opportunities are maximised 

across the full breadth of the curriculum and application of phonics skills are 

encouraged organically in daily interactions (speaking, reading and writing).    

 



The assessment of phonics is continuous. Children are closely monitored and tracked; 

the ‘review’ aspect of the phonics teaching structure offers opportunities for 

practitioners to address misconceptions and consolidate learning from prior sessions. 

The ‘teach’ element allows opportunity for new learning or further consolidation 

through more didactic methods of teaching. Practising and applying skills also enables 

opportunity to assess understanding and levels of independence. Once children have 

independently applied skills on consecutive occasions (both within phonics sessions and 

the wider curriculum) they will be identified as being ‘secure’ with a specific GPC.  

 

Phonics trackers are updated every half-term to identify areas of progress and when 

further focus / development is needed. Phonics trackers monitor the progression of 

pupils through EY and KS1 to allow greater phonic transition across phases.     

 

In KS1 pupils follow the same methods of teaching and assessment. Streamlining is 

much more varied across Y1 / S&L and Y2 in order to strategically target the areas of 

most need for pupils. Towards the end of Y1, children will complete a phonics screening 

check which assess their ability to identify GPC. Any pupils who do not meet the 

expected standard within phonics screening tests at the end of Y1 are offered further 

support and intervention moving through into Y2. Precision phonics (Toe by Toe) is 

taught to those children who may still require further support; this differing approach 

to phonics teaching will ensure pupils close gaps quickly in preparation for re-testing 

towards the end of Y2.    

 

In KS2, a small proportion of pupils may still require some further support / 

intervention relating to phonics or a ‘phonics boost’ in order to supplement their KS2 

curriculum.  

 

1:1 Reading 

 

Every child across KS1 and KS2 will complete regular guided reads with an adult. Pupils 

will read an extract of their own reading book (pitched at their level via Salford Scale 

or Accelerated Reader) to an adult who will question pupils on their reading based on 

the objectives for their year group. It is important that all children – regardless of 

ability – have this opportunity. 



 

Explicit Teaching of Reading Skills 

 

Reading Skills sessions are used across the school to allow teachers to explicitly teach 

particular skills. Four sessions take place each week based on a particular skill and 

question type (Find One Word, Tick two boxes etc.). During the first session, the class 

read a text together, discussing the meaning of vocabulary and the text as a whole. 

The next three sessions are used for the pupils to practise using their skills using one 

specific question type. Texts are chosen carefully by the teacher. There should be a 

range of texts used and, where possible, these should link to areas of the curriculum or 

current affairs. A clear progression document details the different skills that the 

children will learn from year-to-year. This is based on the National Curriculum and its 

English programme of study.   

 

Other forms of whole class reading may come when analysing and dissecting a text for 

use in an English lesson, possibly in order to learn from its style and content.  

 

Daily Reading Time and Accelerated Reader 

 

The Accelerated Reader Programme is a powerful assessment tool to support teacher 

assessed data and breed high quality readers whereby progress is accelerated with 

time. The assessment system also provides the opportunity to show the smaller steps 

of growth and progression within a shorter period of time.   

 

The Accelerated Reader Programme works in three ways: 

 

 Star Reader Tests monitor reading age and provide a ZPD for pupils; children 

read texts that are individually differentiated and provide optimal reading 

growth.  

 Introduction of Daily Reading Time allows opportunity to promote wider 

reading to develop vocabulary in conjunction with building resilience and 



independence with text. It offers the opportunity for daily application of 

reading skills.  

 Accelerated Reader Quizzes: After pupils have independently read, they take 

a ‘quiz’. This is essentially a test of knowledge and comprehension – how well 

have they understood what they have read? A pupil must achieve 85% or above 

to ‘pass’ the reading quiz based on their text.  

Star Reader Tests 

 

Pupils complete a star reader test four times per academic year. Tests are completed 

during assessment weeks and both diagnostic and summary reports are provided to 

teachers to inform teacher assessment judgements and planning. Data tracking ensures 

that specific children are targeted during daily reading time. A class average result is 

also created to provide an overview for class teachers and to measure the progression 

of class reading age. At the end of each academic year, reports are handed over to the 

next class teacher by means of transition. 

 

In Year 1 and 2, Early Star Reader is used to support teacher assessment and help 

children’s transition into the reading scheme. 

 

Daily Reading Time 

 

The first 20 minutes of each KS2 English lesson is dedicated to daily reading time. 

During this time pupils read independently and quiz independently to demonstrate an 

understanding of what they have read. Pupils read books within their ZPD range so that 

they are sufficiently stretched and challenged and can read with complete 

independence. As a school, if we did not offer this opportunity for independent reading, 

pupils would lose opportunities to apply reading skills and would stall with reading 

development.  

 

Accelerated Reader Quizzes 

 



Pupil quiz results are monitored daily by class teachers and a teaching assistant. Pupils 

also regularly monitor their own reading progression via AR software; pupils are clear 

on how many words they have read, accuracy with quiz passes and how close they are to 

their set target of 85% for A.R.E. Pupils in Y2 and KS2 can confidently talk about their 

reading progression via AR quizzes.   

 

Frequent AFL conversations are the driving force behind accelerating progress with 

reading quizzes; adults must offer these AFL opportunities with pupils. Essentially 

adults should be checking the following three principles to ensure outstanding AR 

practice: 

  

 Are pupils reading material that is within their ZPD? Optimal reading growth is 

created by reading material at the top of the ZPD range.  

 How many quizzes are pupils passing? Practitioners must monitor quiz dates to 

ensure pupils are reading texts closely and not just skimming and scanning.    

 What is the average pass rate for pupils? 85% shows optimal reading growth. 

100% pass rate suggests that what pupils are reading is too easy and their ZPD 

should be reviewed.  

Ideally, pupils in Y6 should be able to read to age 12+ at the end of KS2 in order to 

fully access KS3 materials in secondary school and gain full access to KS2 statutory 

assessment tests – some 2017 SATs texts were pitched around 7.3 (12:07).   

 

Class Story Time / Class Novel 

 

Class story time is a regular fixture within the English curriculum. Pupils from EY to Y6 

enjoy listening to an adult read to them thus allowing opportunity for vocabulary 

exposure and modelled word reading. It is crucial that pupils are exposed to texts 

above their own reading age. Class story time should include texts that are linked to 

the wider curriculum to maximise cross-curricular learning opportunities.  

 

Class novels consistently feature in the English curriculum from EY to Y6. Class novels 

link to the wider curriculum and are pitched on a ‘best fit’ approach in order to gain 



maximum interest and accessibility from pupils of all abilities. In EY texts are selected 

to link directly with curriculum topics.   

 

At Eskdale Academy, a Reading Spine details key texts which pupils should be exposed 

to each year in order to expose them to high-quality literature and writing. Many of 

these books were recommended by literacy expert and writing Pie Corbett. 

 

 

Reading Assessment Cycle 

 

The assessment of reading is a continuous process and teacher assessment judgements 

are made against the interim assessment framework. Judgements are recorded using 

PiXL and reported termly.  

 

Star Reader assessments and Accelerated Reader data supports teacher assessment 

judgements. 

 

Assessment tests, produced by PiXL, are also completed at the end of every term to 

offer opportunity for application of skills within test conditions. This cycle of 

assessment will accelerate progress over time and allow opportunities to close gaps 

quickly.      
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