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Safeguarding Statement 

 

At Eskdale Academy we respect and value all children and are committed to providing a caring, friendly 

and safe environment for all our pupils so they can learn, in a relaxed and secure atmosphere.  We 

believe every pupil should be able to participate in all school activities in an enjoyable and safe 

environment and be protected from harm.  This is the responsibility of every adult employed by, or 

invited to deliver services at Eskdale Academy.  We recognise our responsibility to safeguard all who 

access school and promote the welfare of all our pupils by protecting them from physical, sexual and 

emotional abuse, neglect and bullying. 

 

 



 

Staff will report any changes in the activities or shortcomings in the documentation to the relevant 
manager. 

Purpose of study  
 
Science is an important core subject in our school as it provides the foundations for 
understanding the world. Through building key knowledge, concepts and skills, pupils 
should be encouraged to develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about natural 
phenomena. They should be encouraged to explain what is occurring through conceptual 
models and practical activities that progressively build a deep understanding of the Science 
Curriculum and ‘Working Scientifically’.  
 
The National Curriculum for Science aims to ensure that all pupils:  
 

 Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding of Science 

 Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of Science through 
different types of Science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions 
about the world around them  

 Are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and 
implications of Science, today and for the future  
 

At Eskdale, our aim is to enthuse, develop and challenge pupils through an engaging and 
progressively structured science curriculum and teaching approaches where pupils:  
 

 enjoy regular Science lessons linked to the expectations in the National Curriculum 

 feel confident and able to explain aspects of Science using the correct scientific 
vocabulary 

 are able to plan, carry out and evaluate investigations which support their learning;  
developing methods of systematic enquiry (predicting, planning, doing, concluding); 

 feel free to ‘wonder’ about the world around them  

 are able to apply skills from other subjects including English and Maths to strengthen 
their scientific understanding  

 are able to share and discuss scientific learning with other children  

 are challenged appropriately to reach their full potential  

 enable pupils to consider the ways in which science is relevant to their lives and all 
living things; 

 help pupils to understand findings through the use of correct scientific vocabulary 
and a wide range of data collection and presentation; 

 provide pupils with knowledge and understanding through first hand, practical 
experiences 

 enable pupils to explore science concepts by questioning, hypothesising and testing 
their ideas (often using fair tests) 
 

By focusing on the development of skills, following the Dual Objective Planning Scheme of 
Work and giving the children the opportunity to:  
 

 ask questions, develop knowledge and understanding, obtain first-hand information, 
 develop skills of enquiry and use I.C.T. including data-loggers; 
 relate science to their everyday experience, learn the importance of science to their 

health 



 and of treating living things with care and respect 
 understand that an idea comes from some sort of evidence and that better evidence 

helps 
 use and develop better scientific understanding. 
 use scientific vocabulary; 
 record their work in the form of drawings, diagrams, tables and charts, speech and 

writing; 
 recognise hazards and risks when doing science activities and the importance of 

following instructions and correct use of equipment. 
 
 
 
Structure and Expected Delivery of the Science Curriculum  
 
The National Curriculum for Science 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-
programmes-of-study) is used as a framework for science content, skills and pupil 
expectations at our school. To support our key principles, we will deliver this curriculum 
through:  

 A skills-focussed approach to teaching that ensures an appropriate and flexible 
challenge within the classroom. This approach is called ‘dual objective planning’ (see 
Science Handbook for details). The Science National Curriculum states that “Working 
and thinking scientifically … must always be taught through the substantive science 
content”. This is supported by the explicit use of dual objective planning. 

 Conceptual threads called ‘science models’ that link topics and support progressively 
deeper learning. There are four science models that span the curriculum (see Science 
Handbook for details), 

 Five key science skills that support both knowledge / conceptual development and 
Working Scientifically to match pupil performance to national Key Stage expectations 
(see Science Handbook for details). 

 
Teaching Expectations 
 
Science at Eskdale School is a core curriculum subject. Teachers have the option to deliver 
lessons weekly or in a block format depending in their timetable and allocations for the half 
term.  
 

 In the Foundation Stage, Science is a part of everyday learning. Provision areas have 
opportunities for children to explore, discover and handle objects relating to the 
world around them and scientific themes. Good practise in the EYFS sees adults 
building on a bank of scientific vocabulary to enrich learning and expose children to 
scientific thinking.  
 

 In KS1, Science is taught at a minimum of once per week, or equivalent if completing 
as a block unit. Appropriate delivery of Science in KS1 ensures that, where possible, 
Science topics are linked to the class topic that half term. Although not statutory in 
the National Curriculum, at Eskdale we deliver topics based around Electricity and 
Light in KS1 to expose children to important concepts.  

 

 In KS2, Science is taught a minimum of once per week, or equivalent if completing as 
a block unit. In KS2, it is imperative that Science is taught consistently to ensure an 
appropriate build on prior knowledge each academic year. Children should carry out 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study


experiments on different scales regularly and analyse and draw conclusions from 
data appropriately.  

 
Class expectations (see Science Assessment Board) are set against appropriate challenge for 
each individual year groups and are matched to ensure security of school targets. This 
challenge should be reviewed regularly, before each new session is taught, and adjusted to 
ensure appropriate progress. Specific Key Stage expectations are given in the Science 
Handbook.  
 
 
Science across the Curriculum 
 
English 
 
Science contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 
promoting the skills of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. Some of the texts that 
children study in Literacy are of a scientific nature. The children develop oral skills in science 
lessons through discussions and through recounting their observations of scientific 
experiments. They develop their writing skills through writing reports and projects and by 
recording information and findings.  
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Science contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a number of ways. When children use 
weights and measures, they are learning to use and apply number. Through conducting 
investigations they learn to estimate and predict. They develop accuracy in their 
observations and recording of events and many of their answers and conclusions include 
numerical data.  
 
Computing  
 
When used appropriately, Information and Communication Technology can enhance the 
teaching and learning of Science significantly. It offers ways of impacting on learning which 
are not possible with conventional methods. Software can be used to animate and model 
scientific concepts, and to allow children to investigate processes which it would be 
impracticable to do directly in the classroom. Data loggers can be used to assist in the 
collection of data and in producing tables and graphs. Children use ICT to record, present 
and interpret data, to review, modify and evaluate their work, and to improve its 
presentation. Children can learn how to find, select and analyse information on the internet 
and on other media. Children also use email to communicate.  
 
Foundation Subjects & PSHE 
 
Science teaching offers children many opportunities to examine some of the fundamental 
questions in life, for example, the evolution of living things and how the world was created. 
Through many of the amazing processes that affect living things, children develop a sense of 
awe and wonder regarding the nature of the world. Science raises many social and moral 
questions and through the teaching of Science, children have the opportunity to discuss 
these sensitive issues. We give children the chance to reflect on the way people care for the 
planet and how we can contribute to the Earth’s resources. Science teaches children about 
the reasons why people are different and by developing children’s knowledge and 



understanding of physical and environmental factors, it promotes respect for other people. 
Where possible, Science is linked with class topic work to enhance and support their overall 
understanding.  
 
 
 
Supporting pupil groups in Science 
 
At our school we teach Science to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. 
Science forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced 
education to all children. Through teaching in Science we provide learning opportunities 
that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those 
pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special 
educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those 
learning English as an additional language, and we take reasonable steps to achieve this.  
 
Science is taught within the guidelines of the school’s equal-opportunities policy. 
 

 We ensure that all our children have the opportunity to gain science knowledge and 
understanding regardless of gender, race, class, physical or intellectual ability. 

 Our expectations do not limit pupil achievement and assessment does not involve 
cultural, social, linguistic or gender bias. 

 We aim to teach science in a broad global and historical context, using the widest 
possible perspective and including the contributions of people of many different 
backgrounds. 

 We draw examples from other cultures, recognising that simple technology may be 
superior to complex solutions. 

 We value science as a vehicle for the development of language skills, and we 
encourage our children to talk constructively about their science experiences. 

 In our teaching, science is closely linked with literacy and mathematics. 
 We recognise the particular importance of first-hand experience for motivating 

children with learning difficulties and ensure tasks are differentiated to support all 
learners. 

 
 
G&T  
 
All children have the opportunity to be taught Science at Eskdale School. Science sessions 
are set at an appropriate level for the majority of children with the appropriate support for 
those who need. Challenge is a crucial part of Science within the school. Children who are 
confident scientifically, or have a specific talent linked to Science are encouraged to share 
their gifts and support peers. Lessons are developed to allow children to apply their skills 
and subject knowledge and wherever possible, build further on their potential. We exploit 
science’s special contribution to children’s developing creativity; we develop this by asking 
and encouraging challenging questions and encouraging original thinking. 
 
 
SEND  
 
Science is taught across the whole spectrum of ability within the school to provide a broad 
and balanced curriculum whatever a child’s needs. Learning and the schools expectations 
are matched to the individual needs of those with learning difficulties. These take into 



account individual targets to help children access the curriculum at their own pace so that 
appropriate challenge and progress can be made. 
 

 
 

Science Assessment 

 

Teacher Tracking Data 

 

Science assessment is on-going and formative. It happens in the classroom as part of the 
normal teaching process. It informs lesson pitch, differentiated intervention and future 
planning. The key document to support this process is the Science Assessment Board which 
provides criteria matched to year group expectation. 

Topic based oral/activity/classwork/homework, tests and tasks are used to inform on 
science knowledge and areas of individual/group misconception. Marking should comply 
with the school policy and should include:  

 ‘short-term’ topic-specific comments to correct misconceptions/errors and to drive 
progress within that topic. Work should then show short-term improved knowledge 
and accuracy within that topic. 

 ‘long-term’ skill-specific comments to match work to skill criteria (see Assessment 
Board) and to drive progress between topics. Work should then show improved 
skill/model development, matched to expectations, over time. Progress will be 
recorded using ‘Science Rockets’ (see Science Handbook).  

 

School Tracking Data 
 
Science assessment will fit in with the schools assessment procedures (see school 
assessment policy). School tracking in science will involve a termly pupil assessment against 
year group expectation using test, task and teacher tracking data. (See Science Handbook 
for tracking procedures) 
 
 
Maintaining Standards 
 
Science teaching will work to ensure pupils reach a security of year group expectation 
according to school targets. These standards will be maintained by: 
Consistency of approach through the teaching of models and dual objective planning.  
Standardisation of assessment using a Science Standards File, collaborative marking, update 
training and science coordinator attendance at regional science network meetings. 
Science coordinator monitoring of science teaching and learning, and subsequent teacher 
support (see Science Handbook for details of science monitoring). 
Science action planning to address longer term areas for development (see current Science 
Action Plan). 
 
 
Reporting to Parents 
Please see School Assessment Policy for details. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Raising the Profile of Science and STEM 
 
We place great emphasis on the importance of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) subjects at our school. As part of our commitment to raising the profile 
of STEM subjects and increasing student interest and passion for the subjects, as much as 
possible, we aim to ensure our students are given exclusive opportunities to work with 
inspirational teachers, question prestigious scientists and take field trips to key sites, helping 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the four subjects. 
 
Health and Safety and Resource Procurement in Science 
 
We have a cupboard which is used for central storage of Science resources. A set of Science 
representatives are trained by the Science Coordinator to manage the cupboard and take 
control of replenishment and return of resources from all classes on a regular basis. These 
Science Reps are trained in supporting other members of the class to choose their resources 
for learning with increasing independence which will enhance and develop their scientific 
skills. The Science Coordinator will ensure that all staff are aware of how to use the 
cupboard correctly and will audit resources annually to ensure they remain of a high quality 
for children to access. All items in cupboard are used in conjunction with the school’s Health 
and Safety Policy.  
 

The Science Coordinators Role 

 Leadership of science throughout the school to ensure key principles, standards and 

staff support. 

 Provide leadership of science to SLT, parents and the wider community (including 

STEM partners). 

 To link with cluster schools and beyond (e.g. regional network) to develop and 

improve science provision. 

 

Important Information 
Science Handbook (access information) 
Science Assessment Board 
Science Schemes of Work 
Science Standards File 
Science Procurement File 
ASE Be Safe 4th Ed 
Electronic science resources 
School Policy Documents 
 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed in accordance with the policy review schedule. 

 



 

 


