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RE Statement 

 

At Eskdale Academy we follow the Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus for RE which is a statutory order.  We 

treat all belief systems with respect and encourage children to do the same.  We believe that at our 

school that RE both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every aspect of school life.  It gives 

particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build 

understanding of other cultures and beliefs.   

 

 

RATIONALE FOR UPDATING THE RE POLICY 

 

RE is an important curriculum subject.  It is important in its own right and also makes a unique 

contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils and supports wider 

community cohesion.  RE needs to be taught alongside the National Curriculum according to the 

Local Agreed Syllabus. 

 

Religious Education (RE) makes a vital contribution to the education of our children at Eskdale 

Academy.  It enables teachers to foster children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

and engages children in learning about and learning from religion.  Through the study of beliefs and 

practices children are given the opportunity to think about ultimate questions that concern all of 

humanity.  Children are able to develop skills such as empathy, interpretation, expression and 

evaluation.  RE lessons play a key role in enhancing the school ethos by fostering attitudes such as 

self-understanding, enquiry and respect for others.  RE contributes to citizenship education, PSHE 

and cultural awareness. 

 



At Eskdale Academy we follow the Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus for RE which is a statutory order.  

Children in Key Stage 1 focus on Christianity and Hinduism and special books of all religions covered 

in Nursery and Reception.  In Key Stage 2 children focus on Christianity, Islam, Sikhism and Judaism.  

Dimensions from other faiths may be included. 

 

The Legal Position 

 

The Education Act 1996 states that an Agreed Syllabus must reflect the fact that the religious 

traditions of Great Britain are in the main Christian.  It should also reflect other principal religions 

represented and their religious traditions, practices and teachings.  It must be non-denominational 

and must not be designed to convert pupils or to urge a particular religion or religious beliefs on 

pupils.  Teaching about denominations is not prohibited.  We at Eskdale Academy treat all belief 

systems with respect and encourage children to do the same.   

 

The Agreed Syllabus sets out what pupils should be taught.  The key focus and learning outcomes for 

each Key Stage, along with the RE levels, set out the expected standard of pupil’s performance at 

different ages. 

 

The Head Teacher must ensure the provision of Religious Education and ensure that sufficient time 

and resources are given to Religious Education to meet statutory requirements.  For LA maintained 

schools, the governing body and the LA must also exercise their functions in securing this provision. 

 

BACKGROUND TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT OUR SCHOOL 

 

Families who send their children to our school are in the main ‘nominally’ Christian, but we do have 

some children from other faiths and from non-religious backgrounds.  RE is concerned with 

“Learning about Religions” and “Learning from Religion” and it is not the practice of this school to 

preach to or convert the children.  The faith background of both the staff and child’s family is 

respected at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 



Withdrawal 

 

Parents of a pupil at our school have the right to choose whether or not to withdraw their child from 

RE without influence from the school, although the school should ensure parents or carers are 

informed of this right and are aware of the educational objectives and content of the RE syllabus.  In 

this way, parents can make an informed decision.  Where parents have requested that their child is 

withdrawn, their right must be respected, and where RE is integrated in the curriculum, the school 

will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or carers to explore how the child’s 

withdrawal can be best accommodated.  If pupils are withdrawn from RE, the school has a duty to 

supervise them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost.  Pupils will usually 

remain on school premises.  Any parent who wished to withdraw their child from RE must consult 

the Head Teacher.  Teachers may also withdraw from the teaching of RE. 

 

AIMS AND VALUES 

 

We believe that at our school that RE both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every 

aspect of school life.  It gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, 

challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs.  This contributes to 

promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights. 

 

Specifically, Re at our school aims to enable pupils to whatever ability and level of development to: 

o Provoke challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs 

about God the self, the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be 

human. 

o Develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of other principal religions, 

other religious traditions and world views that offer  examine the significance of religion in 

relation to themselves and others, as they consider how religion and beliefs have an impact 

on individuals and groups in local, national and global contexts. 

o Offer opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.  It encourages pupils 

to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or not) in the light of what they 

learn, examine issues of religious beliefs and faith, and consider their own responses to 

questions raised.  RE encourages empathy and enables pupils to develop their own sense of 

identity and belonging. 

o Encourage respect for all, including those with differing faiths and beliefs, as pupils develop 

understanding and appreciation to our diverse society and world.  RE helps to challenge 

prejudice, discrimination and racism. 

Our caring ethos and values which we place on the development of the whole child spiritual, moral, 

cultural and physical development of pupils and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities 

and experiences for later life.  Through RE pupils can develop skills, eg Discernment, critical thinking 



and reasoning.  RE gives opportunities for pupils to listen to others, hear and analyse conflicting 

viewpoints and develop empathy and respect. 

 

 

 

RE therefore, contributes to the development of the following: 

Economic As pupils develop skills in RE for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. 

 

Cultural As pupils develop understanding of how religious traditions contribute to the 

cultural heritage in all its diversity. 

 

Social As pupils develop understanding of how religious identity and belonging are 

expressed and consider their own participation in groups and communities. 

 

Personal As pupils reflect on their own spiritual and moral ideas and those of others. 

 

RE contributed to the aims of the whole school curriculum and has an important part to play as part 

of a broad, balanced and coherent curriculum to which all pupils are entitled. 

 

CONCEPTS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Learning 

In RE we foster a reflective approach to learning by encouraging an open and honest enquiry; an 

awareness of prejudice; a growing self-understanding and respecting the rights of others to hold 

beliefs different from theirs and is based on: 

 Knowledge and Understanding 

 Critical Thinking 

Personal Reflection 

These are interlinked and enable pupils to make good progress in RE. 

 



Knowledge and Understanding 

This is about what religion is and the impact it has for individuals and communities.  It involves 

investigation of and enquiry into the nature of religion and beliefs through the four RE concepts: 

 Belief  

 Authority 

 Expressions of Belief 

 Impact of Belief 

Pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding of individual religions and distinctive religious 

traditions and apply this to considering ways in which religions are similar to and different from each 

other.  Older students will be able to connect significant features of religion together in a coherent 

pattern.  All pupils will enquire into ultimate questions and ethical issues through the study of 

religious traditions.  

 

Critical thinking 

Critical thinking requires pupils to use reason to analyse and evaluate the claims that religions make. 

Through learning this way pupils have the opportunity to give opinions, support their ideas with 

reason, consider alternative arguments, weigh up evidence and listen to and respond to the views of 

others, so developing the ability to articulate their own views and form their own opinions. 

 

 

Critical thinking in RE is accessible to pupils of all ages and can be formally assessed. Pupils can 

demonstrate progress through the quality of their ability to analyse various viewpoints, explain or 

justify their opinions of others. It is not the opinion itself which is assessable, but the process of 

developing and justifying opinions. This is at the heart of Philosophy for Children.  

 

Personal Reflection 

This develops pupils’ ability to reflect on religion in relation to their own beliefs, values and 

experiences and the influence of these on their daily life, attitudes and actions. 

 

Personal evaluation is introspective, subjective and private. Pupils can make personal progress 

through reflection, empathy, developing respect and appreciation of others but this should not be 

assessed. 

 

 

Children will learn through: 



1. Investigation – the use of first hand and other resources to understand religious people, 

objects, symbols, places, events and stories. 

 

2. Questioning – developing curiosity about life, relationships and the natural world. 

 

3. Empathy – developing the power of imagination to identify feelings such as wonder, 

forgiveness, sorrow, joy and to try to see the world through the eyes of others. 

 

4. Reflection – the ability to consider thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes and beliefs of 

oneself and others. 

 

5. Relating – linking significant features of religions making associations between them, to 

understand what makes religions distinct and/or similar. 

 

6. Expression – the ability to identify and explain feelings and aspects of religions. 

 

Teaching 

 

Teaching the programme of study contributes to pupils’ knowledge and understanding and provides 

opportunities for reflection on four concepts: Belief, Authority, Expression of Belief and Impact of 

Faith. 

 

Each concept: 

1. Conveys a fundamental idea for understanding how religion works. 

2. As well as being distinctive, also relates to other concepts. 

3. Is capable of exploration at different levels and depths. 

The teaching of RE seeks to both impart knowledge and develop understanding of religious 

experiences, feelings and attitudes through a variety of teaching and learning approaches. The 

teaching of RE will include some direct teaching and whole class, group, paired or individual 

activities. A range of teaching styles will be used including enquiry, exploration, discussion, role play, 

drama, asking and answering questions, using a range of sources including ICT, works of art, 

artefacts, visits and visitors. RE teaching specifically draws on the following: 

 



1. Visits and Visitors – enabling children to see at first hand religious people, objects, symbols, 

places, events, stories and explore with people who have faith. 

 

2. Role Play – encouraging children to learn through familiar or unfamiliar settings and ask 

questions from their own encounters. 

 

3. Artefacts – being able to explore items which are precious and/or used in religious worship, 

encouraging respect whilst deepening knowledge. 

 

4. Parents – by valuing the family backgrounds of the children and making them part of the 

school community. 

 

Enquiry Based Learning 

Enquiry based learning is a process which actively engages pupils in the learning process. It enables 

them to develop skills as they investigate issues surrounding religion and beliefs. Each type of 

enquiry question is distinctive, but relates to the other enquiry questions and covers the main 

dimension of the study of religion appropriate for school age pupils. 

 

 Theological Questions – These are questions about particular beliefs of faith traditions (and 

secular world views).  

 

 Phenomenological Questions – These are questions that focus on how the beliefs of a 

religion are expressed in practice and ways in which the beliefs make a difference to the 

lives of individuals and communities. 

 

 Philosophical Questions – These are ultimate questions of meaning, purpose and truth, eg 

questions about the meaning of life, suffering, life after death, etc. They are the sort of 

questions all humans may ask, whatever their religious or non-religious beliefs are. 

 

 Ethical Questions – These are questions about people’s values and actions and how much 

moral decisions are made as a result of religious beliefs. 

 

 Sociological Questions – These are questions about the impact of religion on society and the 

role of religion in communities, both locally and globally. 

 

These enquiry questions are used to produce a balanced Scheme of Work that enables pupils to 

develop an understanding of the differing dimensions in the study of religion. 



 

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 

 

The agreed syllabus sets out a structure for recognising pupil achievements and each pupil can work 

progressively towards achieving the statements of attainment as outlined following the Hartlepool 

Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. Assessment in RE is seen in its broadest sense and is not 

limited to measurement and testing. 

 

Through activities for example, discussion with pupils, group activities, marking and guiding their 

work, observing, displaying their work, asking and answering questions, teachers are continually 

finding out about their pupils’ achievement. This information is then recorded against the 

statements of attainment in line with other areas of the curriculum. 

 

 


