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Writing Policy 

 

At Eskdale Academy, we strive to make all children excellent, imaginative and creative writers 

across a range of genres and styles. Pupils should take pride and enjoyment in their writing, which 

should be done across a range of subjects and topics, with a meaningful and real purpose where 

possible. 

 

Aims 

 

We aim to: 

• Enable the children to communicate in writing clearly, confidently and appropriately, 

demonstrating an awareness of a variety of purposes and audiences.  

 

• Create a real love of writing which allows the children to organise and structure a 

variety of texts, whilst developing their imagination and critical awareness.  

 

• Develop independent writers who are confident in evaluating their own work, and that of 

others, and making purposeful changes and edits. 

 

• Create opportunities for writing across all areas of the curriculum to make it relevant 

and meaningful and allow opportunities for application and consolidation of key skills.  

 

• Ensure that teaching and learning of writing is consistent across school and aids 

children’s progress. 

 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

At Eskdale Academy, the teaching of writing is in accordance with the expectancies of the 

National Curriculum. Pupils will study a range of different text types in each year group, which 

are detailed in their year group’s curriculum map. These text types aid progression through the 

school and provide pupils with opportunities to write in a range of styles and for a range of 

purposes. 

 

Teachers may differentiate writing tasks within their class but all pupils should be encouraged to 

write to the highest possible standard. This is only made possible through exposure to high-quality 

texts and teacher modelling. 

 

Depending on the year group, pupils may be expected to plan, draft, write and edit their work. By 

the time the pupils reach Year 6, they should be able to do all of these with independence. 

 

The children will participate in whole class shared writing and grouped guided writing with the 

teacher modelling the appropriate style of writing and particular writing needs for the group. 

The teacher will also demonstrate modelled writing and allow children time for independent 

writing. 

 

Speaking and Listening should also form a key part of the writing process. Pupils should be given 

time to orally rehearse aspects of their work before writing it. This may be done with a partner, 

an adult or during a whole class activity. At times, it may be appropriate for pupils to share 

their work orally after writing it. 



 

Classrooms should support the teaching of writing through prompts and displays. Children have 

access to age-appropriate dictionaries and thesauruses to support spelling and help them build a 

rich and varied vocabulary which they can apply in their work. 

 

Pupils should write in cross-curricular contexts when possible to support their learning and 

understanding. There should be a real purpose to their writing whenever possible, such as writing 

a letter to a particular person or writing a set of instructions to tell somebody how to do 

something. When deemed appropriate, pupils may use ICT equipment to type their work. 

 

The teaching of writing skills is supplemented by daily phonics and spelling, punctuation and 

grammar work across the school. Handwriting practice should take place across the school with a 

consistent approach. When assessing a piece of writing, the teacher will assess it against all 

relevant skills. 

 

Assessment  

 

Eskdale Academy has recently began using verbal feedback when assessing the writing of pupils. 

Each teacher reads the pupils’ writing following a lesson, without marking it. Specific notes are 

made on a verbal feedback record of the strengths and areas to develop in the next day’s writing. 

This assessment forms the basis of the next day’s teacher input and ensures it is responsive to 

the children’s needs. Whole class feedback is given to the pupils with a spelling, punctuation and 

grammar focus. Pupils are then given time to edit and improve their work in line with the feedback. 

Individual feedback and support may be given to a particular pupil if deemed necessary. This could 

be a child who has struggled with their writing, or one who has flourished. Excellent examples of 

pupil’s work are also displayed using a visualiser. Following this process, next stage of the writing 

process takes place. 

 

The verbal feedback process encourages pupils to be independent writers and regularly assess 

their own work for errors. It also allows for clear progress to be made within a piece of writing. 

After finishing a piece of writing, a clear target should be given to pupils deemed to not be on 

track to meet age-related expectations. When possible, a 1:1 marking session with the teacher 

should be used. 

 

To ensure progression, pupils should complete extended pieces of writing regularly and at least 

one piece per fortnight. 

 

Summative teacher assessments are made every half-term, or more frequently if appropriate. 

Teachers complete an assessment framework each half-term, assessing two pieces of writing. 

These are completed for each child not on track to meet age-related expectations and for one 

child per ability group. 

 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

 

Children with special educational needs are encouraged to take full part in writing activities. 

Writing tasks are differentiated to meet the individual needs of the pupil. Where necessary, 

pupils are withdrawn for short periods, to participate in individual or small group programmes, 

based on their IEPs.  

 

Progression 



 

Teachers across the school follow the long-term framework for English, which details text types 

and genres to be covered in each year group. At the beginning of the year, teachers plan the 

coverage of text types to ensure strong curriculum links. Teachers should feel free to move away 

from this plan if deemed appropriate/necessary. 

 

Every half-term, a teacher completed a Medium Term Plan, detailing the objectives they plan to 

meet across the period. Once again, teachers should feel confident moving away from this plan if 

the needs of the pupils dictate or when, for example, the children are particularly motivated by 

a current issue or a class novel which would produce a better learning platform. 

 

Teachers are responsible for creating a Short Term Plan for English within their class. This should 

contain details of SPAG activities, handwriting, homework and a breakdown of the teaching and 

learning sequence. Again, teachers should feel confident in moving away from this if deemed 

necessary/appropriate. 

 

Teaching across the year should be responsive to pupils needs and should ensure that all 

children are able to grasp the basics of writing, while encouraging creativity and flair. 

 

 

 

 
 

  


