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Modern Foreign Languages Policy 

 

Learning a foreign language opens doors to other cultures. A high-quality languages 

education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the 

world and its people. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and 

thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in 

speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate 

for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read literature in the original 

language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further 

languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. Studying the 

language can also enhance the individual’s understanding of their own language. 

 

Aims and objectives 

 

• To become increasingly familiar with the sounds and written form of a 

Modern Foreign Language. 

• To develop language skills and language-learning skills. 

• To understand and communicate in a new language. 

• To make comparisons between the foreign language and English or another 

language. 

• To increase their cultural awareness by learning about different countries and 

their people, and working with materials from those countries and communities. 

• To foster positive attitudes towards foreign language learning. 

• To use their knowledge and growing confidence and competence to understand 

what they hear and read, and to express themselves in speech and writing. 

• To form a basis for further study at Key Stage 3 and beyond. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

The children will: 

• Encounter a range of situations, audiences and activities designed to develop 

competence, accuracy and confidence in speaking and listening. 

• Develop their oral abilities at their own levels. 

• Develop listening and comprehension skills through a variety of means to include 

both reciprocal and non-reciprocal situations. 

• Be able to express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate appropriate 

responses to increasingly complex instructions and questions. 

 

Reading 

 

The children will be given opportunities to: 

• Read stories for enjoyment and to practise vocabulary. 



• Read stories to gain awareness of the structure of written French and begin to 

learn the grapheme-phonic relationships. 

 

Writing 

 

The children will be given opportunities to: 

• Experiment with the writing of simple words and phrases – copy writing and 

writing some single familiar words from memory. 

• Make sentences using word and phrase cards. 

• Write a sentence following a model but changing one or two words in the sentence 

• Create own texts using the target language 

 

Curriculum 

 

French is taught regularly to ensure progression, continuity and a smooth transition 

into secondary school. French lessons will be taught each week in KS2 for 30 

minutes. 

 

From September 2019, the teaching of French will follow the Rigolo scheme of 

work. This will succeed the iLanguages scheme which has previously been used. At 

times, this will be supplemented by other content. Teachers may also use simple 

activities in the class to support the teaching, such as answering the register in 

French and giving commands in French. 

 

Children will be introduced to basic vocabulary such as greetings and numbers to 10 

in KS1-Year 2 to aid transition into KS2 and begin to develop their intercultural 

awareness. Within French teaching, cultural aspects will be introduced to develop 

their understanding of similarities and differences between their own lives and 

those of others. 

 

As Eskdale Academy becomes more diverse, it may be necessary or desired for 

teachers to teach small amounts of other languages to small groups or whole 

classes. A number of books are also available in school in Polish and Arabic. 

 
Role of MFL Co-ordinator 

 

• Plan and distribute scheme of work 

• Liaise with staff, head teacher and SLT, governors, secondary school 

• Guide and support staff and identify training needs 

• Order and manage resources 

• Monitor MFL in the school 

• Monitor and use new MFL developments to inform policy reviews. 

• Attend cluster meetings 



• Attend appropriate training opportunities and share relevant information with 

staff 

 

Inclusion / Equal Opportunities 

 

All pupils, regardless of race or gender, shall have the opportunity to develop their 

language skills. At Eskdale Academy, MFL is taught to all children, whatever their 

ability. 

 

MFL forms part of the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced 

education to all children. We provide learning opportunities matched to the needs 

of children with learning difficulties. The school promotes equal opportunities for 

all and aims to develop intercultural understanding. 

 

Monitoring and Assessment 

 

Most assessment is formative and is used to support teaching and learning and 

inform future planning. As the class teacher works through the scheme of work 

they record their observations where appropriate and assess the children's 

progress in the target language based on their achievement of the learning 

objectives in lessons. These informal assessments will be used to identify gifted 

linguists and those requiring extra support. This information is shared with the 

next class teacher. If any written MFL work is produced, it is marked in line with 

the school marking policy. It may also, when appropriate, be marked in French. 

 

Resources 

 

All teachers have appropriate resources for teaching their class. A range of other 

resources are available to teachers and are stored in the resource cupboard. 

 

 

  


